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the Concern Group on Urban Renewal Projects in C&W District 2016-17
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5.0 Summary of CDEs and Conservation Recommendations

51 Summary of Heritage Value and Associated CDEs

The following is a matrix that sums up the heritage values of the two properties and the
associated CDEs, as well as the reasons for conserving these CDEs:

Heritage Value Level Associated | Significance for Conservation
CDEs
Historical High Shophouse | Illustrative of the shophouse way of life.
fagades
Aesthetic Low Shophouse | Reminder of the historical streetscape
fagades
Social Medium Shophouse | Reminder of the community -function of traditional everyday-
fagades shopping activities
Commemorative High Shophouse | Remembrance of the “old Hong Kong™ urban community
and Symbolic fagades

5.2 Conservation Recommendations

From the above matrix, it is clear that the facades of the two properties are the primary CDEs
that express the most important heritage values — the historical value (illustrative of the
shophouse way of life), and the commemorative and symbolic value (remembrance of “old
Hong Kong,” when it was dominated by shophouses). (Figs. 15 and 16)

The conservation of the shophouse fagades will provide some degree of socio-historical
continuity for the local community in the new development. The following guidelines are
recommended for their conservation:

(1) For the Wellington Street Shophouse, the fagade should include the elevations facing
Wellington Street as well as Graham Street. Older photographs (such as Fig. 1) of the
building shows that cast-iron and timber projecting balconies were originally featured on
the second and third storeys on the elevation facing Wellington Street, but these balconies
have been removed due to dilapidation.

Based on current international best practice, reconstruction of these balconies should only
be carried out if there is complete documentation regarding their design and construction.
Otherwise, conserving the fagade as found would be the preferred approach.





