C&W DC EGBWG Paper No. 1/2019

Annex 1
Community Participation Programme in
Environmental Protection 2019/20

(Theme: Dump Less, Save More, Recycle Right)
(English translation)

Purpose

This paper serves to brief Members on the details of the Programme
2019/20, and invite all District Councils (DCs) to make early arrangement for
planning related activities, so as to identify collaboration partners in the 2nd
quarter of 2019 to organise various environmental activities.

Background information

Summary of the Promotion Activities for 2018/19

2. The theme of the Programme 2018/19 was “Dump Less, Save More,
Recycle Right (& > ¥ ~ 12 % ¥ ~ % 47)”.  Environmental Protection
Department (EPD) provided a funding of $200,000 through Home Affairs
Department (HAD) to each of the DCs for organising various environmental
promotional activities.

3. In 2018/19, the 18 DCs invited different partners, including local
non-governmental organisations (NGOs), green groups, owners’ committees
and schools, to co-organise promotional activities in various types, including
education, promotion, waste reduction at source and encouraging clean
recycling. The activities were in wide range of formats, such as recycling
activities, exchange activities, workshops for various topics, roving exhibitions,
drama and visits.

Theme of Community Participation Programme in
Environmental Protection 2019/20

4, In view of the experience in the past seven years and active participation
of the public, we propose to continue implementing the Programme in 2019/20
and use the same promotional theme “Dump Less, Save More, Recycle Right
(> o) ~ &% w) ~ Bw 42)” in organising different activities. The Programme
aims to further expand the scope of community mobilization and instil a “Use
Less, Waste Less and Clean Recycling” value in the public, at the same time
complement the future implementation of the municipal solid waste (MSW)
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charging so as to encourage them to practise green living. The annual budget
for the Programme in 2019/20 is $3.6 million in total (i.e. $200,000 per DC).
EPD will provide the funding to the 18 DCs later through HAD in accordance
with the established allocation mechanism for supporting the implementation of
the Programme.

Importance of MSW charging, waste reduction and recycling

5. In recent years, the per capita disposal rate of MSW of Hong Kong has
been increasing and it is imperative to promote resources saving as well as
waste reduction and recycling in order to reduce carbon emissions and facilitate
a transformation to low-carbon living.

6. Sitting at the centre of our overall waste reduction strategy is the
implementation of MSW charging, which will provide the necessary financial
incentives to drive behavioural and cultural changes, and to encourage different
sectors of the community to cherish resources and proactively practise waste
reduction at source as well as clean recycling, thus reducing overall waste
disposal. To this end, the Government has introduced the Waste Disposal
(Charging for Municipal Solid Waste) (Amendment) Bill 2018 into the
Legislative Council in November 2018, proposing to implement MSW charging
based on the “polluter-pays” principle and the existing waste collection system.
A preparatory period of 12-18 months is proposed to be put in place after the
passage of the Amendment Bill to provide appropriate time to prepare and
support various stakeholders and the community for its implementation. We
estimate that MSW charging could be implemented by end 2020 at the earliest.

7. In order to enhance community participation in waste reduction and
recycling and to gather support from all sectors of the community, the
Government has been implementing district-based waste reduction at source
and recycling promotion activities in collaboration with the DCs. The 18 DCs,
HAD, EPD and Environmental Campaign Committee (ECC) have been in
cooperation and implementation of the Programme to jointly promote waste
reduction and recycling in the districts and encourage the public to continuously
adopt resources saving and waste reduction in their daily lives. To
complement the future implementation of the MSW charging, the charging
scheme will be an important element of related promotional activities of the
Programme in 2019/20, so as to help the society to strengthen the awareness to
relevant policy and to get prepared for MSW charging.

Arrangement of Community Participation Programme in
Environmental Protection 2019/20
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8. On implementation of the Programme, we suggest that each DC may
continue to entrust this year’s programme to the committee or working group
that organised the promotional activities last year, or appoint a new committee
or working group to take up this year’s programme. NGOs /
non-profit-making organisations (NPOs) will be identified in the districts to
organise suitable promotional activities in environmental protection related to
waste reduction, recycling and MSW charging according to the proposed theme
of this year, as well as the actual situation and needs of the districts. The DCs
may refer to our suggestions in Appendix 1 in planning their activities.

9. To enhance environmental performance when organising activities
under the Programme, we request the organisers to make reference to the
"Environmental Tips" in Appendix 1 before planning the activities. To
provide further assistance to the NGOs / NPOs in meeting the latest
environmental protection requirements, a list of measures applicable to this
Programme is provided in Appendix 2. All NGOs / NPOs are required to
Implement these green measures when organising events under the Programme,
including avoidance of distribution of plastic bottle water and minimising
distribution of souvenirs.

10. In the meantime, the EPD is continuing to take forward the Community
Green Stations (CGSs) projects to strengthen the support for waste reduction
and recycling as well as environmental education at the district level, instilling a
green living culture in the community. So far, 7 CGSs have been in operation,
namely the Sha Tin CGS, the Eastern CGS, the Kwun Tong CGS, the Yuen
Long CGS, the Sham Shui Po CGS which commenced operation between 2015
to 2017, and the Tuen Mun CGS and the Kwai Tsing CGS which commenced
operation in 2018. Open tendering for appointment of operators for the Tai Po
CGS and the Islands CGS is in progress, and commencement of operation of the
above two CGSs is expected in 2019. We suggest that the DCs should consider
cooperating with the operators of the CGSs in the respective district when
planning activities.

11.  We request the DC secretariats to require the NGOs / NPOs to submit
the completed Appendix 2 together with their proposals so as to ensure that
they understand and agree to implement these green measures before organising
the activities.

12. We also request the DC secretariats to provide EPD the “progress report”
as soon as possible when the activity proposals are accepted by the relevant
committee or working group, so as to keep EPD informed of the activity
schedule in each district. After the completion of the activities, the activity
organisers should submit “completion report” on or before February 2020.
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13. The DCs may also continue to utilise the *“Waste Less” mobile
application to promote various activities, so that more residents will be aware of
the details, time and location of the promotional activities and more people will
be mobilised to take part. EPD will continue to provide professional advice
and technical support to the respective DCs so as to help them draw up the
relevant promotional activities.

14.  The proposed implementation schedule for the Programme 2019/20 is as
follows:

Action item Date
Engagement of the committees or the working
groups concerned by the DCs to prepare for the
promotional programmes and activities

2nd quarter of 2019

Identification of NGOs / NPOs by the respective DC
committees or working groups to prepare for the

; L 2nd quarter of 2019
promotional programmes and activities

Briefing by EPD on the proposed theme of this year
to representatives of the respective DC committees as
appropriate, and providing views to facilitate
planning and formulation of the promotional
programme and the activity proposal

2nd quarter of 2019

Providing “Progress Report” by DC secretariats Jun to Jul 2019

Implementation of the green activities by the DCs May 2019 to Aug

2019
Implementation of the green activities by NGOs/ May 2019 to Dec
NPOs 2019
Providing “Completion Report” by activity On or before Feb
organisers 2020

Conclusion

15. DC members are cordially invited to join the relevant committees or
working groups and continue to work together to encourage community
participation in environmental protection activities, instil the “Use Less, Waste
Less and Clean Recycling” value in the public, complement the future
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implementation of MSW charging, foster a behavioural change in the
community and integrate and eco-culture into daily life so as to realize the
vision of “Dump Less, Save More, Recycle Right and treasure the Earth’s

resources”.

Environmental Protection Department
Mar 2019
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Appendix 1

Proposed Promotion Theme and Activities for 2019/20

The promotion theme for 2019/20 will be “Dump Less, Save More, Recycle Right
(3R> ¥~ 2% 9 ~ 8w yz)”.  To further bring home the message of “use less, waste less and
clean recycling”, remind members of the public of the importance of clean recycling and
complement the future implementation of municipal solid waste (MSW) charging, we propose
the following activities and recommendations as a reference for the 2019/20 programme:

2. Education and Promotional Activities: To enhance the environmental awareness of
the public, promote “clean recycling” and complement the future implementation of MSW
charging, we propose to organise publicity and education activities, such as publicity stalls;
sharing sessions, drama shows and workshops, etc. to be held in collaboration with social
service agencies; as well as study visits to local recycling facilities (e.g. community recycling
centres) or green recycling facilities (e.g. EcoPark), etc.

3. Waste Reduction _and Recycling Activities: Action-based, on-going promotional
activities, such as a waste recycling pilot scheme, can be launched to encourage public
participation in waste reduction and recycling and prepare for the implementation of MSW
charging. Collaboration can also be made with local recycling facilities, e.g. Community
Green Stations, community recycling centres and NGO Collection Points under the
“Community Recycling Network”, to set up collection points and promote recycling in the
community, such as by organising second-hand exchange activities.

4. District Roving Exhibitions: District roving exhibitions featuring environmental
protection and recycling knowledge, information about “clean recycling” or local information
on environmental protection and recycling and details of the upcoming MSW charging can be
organised in order to bring home environmental messages to the community, enhance public
awareness of the issues of waste reduction, reuse, clean recycling, and recycling, etc., and
further instil a “use less, waste less and clean recycling” value in the public.

5. Tips for Organising Promotional Activities: Please refer to the following tips to the
DCs to make the promotional activities more environmentally friendly while conveying
positive green messages:

@ Resources should be utilised in the aspect of planning and organising various
promotional activities. The production of excessive souvenir (e.g. Non-woven bags,
commonly known as environmental bags) and printing of excessive publicity materials
for distribution (e.g. pamphlets, leaflets) should be avoided,;

(b) For one-off ceremonies/activities, different types of promotional activities can be
combined such as clean recycling and publicity stalls with the ceremonies to enhance
the education and publicity effects of the ceremonies;

(c) The use of one-off disposable utensils such as plastic bottles and paper plates should be
avoided in the activities; If necessary, the organisers can use the “Reusable Tableware
Lending Service for Large-scale event organisers” launched by the ECC and the EPD
for free. Please refer to the following website:
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(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

https://www.ecc.org.hk/english/publicity/tableware_lending_programme.htmi

The use of publicity materials which are reusable or made from recyclable materials,
such as the use of recyclable materials for venue decoration, should be encouraged to
reduce the use of resources on earth;

The use of environmentally friendly souvenirs, such as small perennial potted plants, or
products with recycling content, such as souvenirs produced from recyclable materials,
are suggested to match with this year’s theme of promotion;

DCs should assist NGOs / NPOs in understanding the latest environmental protection
policies of the government and remind them adopting the environmental protection
measures in Appendix 2 when organising promotional activities;

For the waste reduction initiatives for exhibitions and publicity campaigns, please refer
to the following website (Chinese only):
https://www.wastereduction.gov.hk/tc/green_event_tips.htm

For relatively large scale events, please refer to the following “A Waste Reduction
Guidebook for Large Scale Event Organisers” of EPD:
https://www.wastereduction.gov.hk/sites/default/files/GreenEvent_Guidebook Eng 201
801.pdf

For information on MSW charging, please refer to the following dedicated website of
EPD for MSW charging: https://www.mswcharging.gov.hk/

For further information on MSW charging, please contact Waste Management (Special
Duties) Division of EPD.
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Appendix 2 (Chinese Only)
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