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	Opening Remarks
The Chairlady welcomed all Members and representatives of government departments to the 9th meeting of the District Facilities Management Committee (DFMC) (2016/2017).


	Item 1: Adoption of Agenda
(2:32 pm)
1. The Committee adopted the meeting agenda.


	Item 2: Confirmation of the Minutes of the 8th DFMC Meeting Held on 30 March 2017
(2:33 pm – 2:34 pm)
2. The Committee confirmed the minutes of the 8th DFMC meeting.


	Item 3: Action Checklist on Matters Arising from the 8th DFMC Meeting
(C&W DFMC Paper No. 21/2017)
(2:34 pm – 2:35 pm)
3. The Committee noted the paper.


	Item 4: Chairlady’s Report
(2:35 pm)
4. The Chairlady had nothing particular to highlight.


	Item 5: Addition and Enhancement of Fitness Equipment and Facility in Parks and Sitting-out Areas Managed by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department
(C&W DFMC Paper No. 26/2017)
(2:35 pm – 2:56 pm)
5. Mr CHAN Choi-hi said that the usage rates of the fitness facilities in the parks and sitting-out areas of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) were very high, thus wear and tear was found from time to time and the public had to wait a long time for using the facilities.  He hoped that the LCSD would provide more fitness facilities and enhance the existing ones, and replace the outdated ones.
6. Mr YIP Wing-shing hoped that the LCSD would review the fitness facilities provided in all LCSD parks and sitting-out areas in the Central and Western District, and said that wear and tear was found in the existing facilities from time to time and some of them were dilapidated.  He suggested the LCSD to make reference to the fitness facilities provided in its newly completed parks, such as the new park in the Kwai Tsing District, in order to add new types of facilities or replace the existing facilities with new ones suitable for all ages in the parks and sitting-out areas in the district.  Mr YIP considered that if necessary, visits could be arranged to parks in other districts to observe and examine; and suggested issuing a letter to the LCSD for follow up.
7. Mr LEE Chi-hang said the LCSD’s reply stated that “To conform to the latest safety standards, safe space must be provided in the new facilities as specified.  Under such circumstance, replacement of the existing fitness facilities will certainly reduce the number of such facilities and render it necessary to alter other facilities to conform to the relevant standards.”  Mr LEE said he did not hope that replacement of the existing fitness facilities according to the existing safety standards would lead to a reduction in the number of such facilities, and suggested the LCSD to make suitable consideration for individual sites or types of fitness equipment, such as exercise bikes, because it only required limited space when using and would not affect other users or visitors.  Hence, he hoped that the LCSD would not use a uniformed standard to determine the safe space for the facilities.  Also, if the LCSD was required to make relevant arrangements, it was hoped that the matter could be discussed thoroughly at the District Council.
8. Mr YEUNG Hok-ming suggested that the LCSD could make reference to the Cyberport DigiPlayground, the play facilities within had incorporated inspirational digital games and other group play equipment.  Besides, Mr YEUNG said that the play facilities in some of the LCSD parks had been fenced off for quite a long time pending repair, and asked whether the LCSD had a performance pledge for maintenance of facilities.
9. The Chairlady expressed support for this suggestion, and hoped that the LCSD would replace the existing facilities with new ones to encourage the public to exercise regularly.
10. Ms CHAN Suk-fan, Deputy District Leisure Manager (District Support) Central and Western of the LCSD, said that the LCSD had all along attached great importance to the keen demand of local residents for elderly fitness equipment.  It would assess the physical conditions of venue and explore the feasibility of providing elderly fitness equipment.  The Technical Unit of the LCSD would provide views on planning and installing fitness facilities according to the latest safety standards, and the LCSD would discuss with the Technical Unit about the feasibility of providing more fitness towers, which occupied less space and hence the number of such facilities could be maintained.  Besides, the LCSD had discussed with the works departments to explore on reducing the spare work space of venue staff besides the toilet in Belcher Bay Park, in order to release part of the area for provision of a set of 3-position fitness tower for the elderly.  If Members had no comment on this recommendation, the LCSD would follow up with the relevant works departments on the work concerned.
11. Mr CHAN Choi-hi also hoped that the LCSD could provide a list of fitness facilities provided in all LCSD parks and sitting-out areas in the district for Members’ reference.
12. The Vice-chairman hoped that apart from considering the provision of fitness facilities in Belcher Bay Park, the LCSD would also consider providing fitness facilities in other suitable parks and playgrounds.
13. Mr YEUNG Hoi-wing asked about the details of the fitness tower recommended to be provided in Belcher Bay Park.
14. Mr CHAN Ho-lim hoped that the LCSD could increase and enhance the existing fitness facilities as far as possible, and should actively conduct regular review apart from following up the issue in the light of the views of Members and the public.
15. Mr CHAN Chit-kwai said that the paper covered all parks and sitting-out areas in the Central and Western District, and concurred with other Members’ view, hoping for replacement of outdated fitness facilities and provision of fitness facilities suitable for all ages.
16. Ms CHAN Suk-fan of the LCSD said that the LCSD had been reviewing and assessing the utilisation of its venues regularly, and would increase or replace the existing facilities in phases after considering resources allocation, needs of the public and venue constraints, and damaged facilities which were not cost effective to carry out maintenance works would be handled first.  The LCSD could provide a list of fitness facilities provided in all LCSD parks and sitting-out areas in the district for Members’ reference after the meeting.
 
17. Regarding the details of fitness tower, Ms CHAN Suk-fan of the LCSD said that the LCSD had preliminarily considered providing a set of 3-position fitness tower for building muscle strength in the upper and lower limbs which was suitable for the elderly, and she welcomed Members to give views on the above recommendation.  As for the selection of elderly fitness equipment, the LCSD had to select suitable fitness facilities according to the guidelines of the Department of Health.
18. The Chairlady invited Members to vote on the motion.  After voting, the following motion raised by Mr CHAN Choi-hi was passed:
 “The Committee requests the LCSD to increase and enhance existing fitness equipment and facility, and replace existing outdated fitness equipment in LCSD parks and sitting-out areas according to actual circumstances as soon as possible.”
(14 affirmative votes by: Ms CHENG Lai-king, Mr NG Siu-hong, Mr YIP Wing-shing, Mr CHAN Hok-fung, Mr CHAN Chit-kwai, Stephen, Mr CHAN Choi-hi, Mr KAM Nai-wai, Ms SIU Ka-yi, Mr LEE Chi-hang, Sidney, Mr CHEUNG Kwok-kwan, Mr CHAN Ho-lim, Joseph, Mr YEUNG Hoi-wing, Mr YEUNG Hok-ming, Miss LO Yee-hang)

(0 negative vote) 

(0 abstention vote)

19. After discussion, Members supported the provision of a set of elderly fitness tower at the location in Belcher Bay Park recommended by the LCSD, and endorsed issuing a letter to the Central and Western District Leisure Services Office to request the department to arrange improvement and enhancement works in a timely manner, and suggested the department to review the fitness facilities provided in all LCSD parks and sitting-out areas in the Central and Western District, in order to replace and enhance the existing fitness facilities in a timely manner.


	Item 6: Addition or Replacement in phases of More Modern Group Play Equipment and Sports Facilities in LCSD Parks and Sitting-out Areas in the Central and Western District, in order to Increase the Public’s Motivation to Exercise for Better Health
(C&W DFMC Paper No. 32/2017)
(2:56 pm – 3:05 pm)
20. The Chairlady hoped that the LCSD would make reference to the group play equipment in other districts, in order to increase and enhance the existing leisure facilities in the parks and sitting-out areas in the district; and said that she had visited the Kwun Tong Promenade earlier, in which new types of family play equipment suitable for family members with different ages were provided, such as merry-go-round and seesaw, which could be used as reference for the district.
21. Mr KAM Nai-wai believed that the new types of play facilities mentioned by the Chairlady were more suitable to be provided in larger parks in the district, and hoped that the LCSD would consider providing the relevant facilities in suitable parks in the district.
22. Mr CHAN Chit-kwai said that the existing and new types of facilities could co-exist, and the LCSD could preserve the play facilities which were in good conditions and add new ones to replace the damaged facilities.
23. Mr YIP Wing-shing concurred with Mr CHAN Chit-kwai’s view, and said that the existing play facilities in some of the parks had low usage rates and even showed signs of rust, thus replacing them with new ones could be considered.  However, Mr YIP did not want to cause wastage and opined that the existing play facilities which were in good conditions could be preserved, and also the new and old play facilities could co-exist.  He also considered that if necessary, visits to other LCSD parks could be arranged to observe and examine. 
24. The Vice-chairman said that the facilities in Mui Wo and the Hong Kong Velodrome Park in Tseung Kwan O were modern and suggested that the LCSD could make reference to them.  Besides, the children’s play equipment in the Sun Yat Sen Memorial Park were popular amongst children and waiting time for using the equipment was long during weekends, thus he concurred with enhancement and increase of children’s play equipment in the district.
25. Ms CHAN Suk-fan, Deputy District Leisure Manager (District Support) Central and Western of the LCSD, welcomed Members to convey public opinions to the LCSD or provide information on play facilities and suitable LCSD venues in the Central and Western District for consideration; and if necessary, joint site visits to study the direction for improving play facilities could be conducted.  She also said that the LCSD had provided new types of play facilities in the Signature Project Scheme in Central and Western District (i.e. the waterfront area at the Western Wholesale Food Market) to be completed shortly.  The LCSD would review the play facilities in all parks in the district, and would discuss with its Technical Unit about the feasibility of providing family play equipment in phases.
26. Mr YIP Wing-shing suggested that Members could provide photos of the relevant play facilities to the LCSD for reference. 
27. After discussion, the Committee recommended the LCSD to make reference to the family play equipment in other LCSD parks and, in a timely manner, to review, replace and add related play facilities in all LCSD parks and sitting-out areas in the Central and Western District to meet the needs of the public.  The LCSD noted the comments and would take follow-up action as appropriate.


	Item 7: The Quality of Mats provided for the use of Yoga Class Students in Sports Centres managed by the LCSD Varies, and thus Makes the Students Feel Unfair and Worry about being More Susceptible to Injury
(C&W DFMC Paper No. 33/2017)
(3:05 pm – 3:10 pm)
28. The Chairlady learned that some members of the public were satisfied with the new mats provided at the Hong Kong Park Sports Centre.
29. Mr CHAN Chit-kwai asked whether participants were allowed to bring their own mats for use in LCSD venues.
30. Mr YEUNG Hoi-wing expressed concern about the hygiene conditions of venues and mats.
31. Ms CHAN Suk-fan, Deputy District Leisure Manager (District Support) Central and Western of the LCSD, said that currently no specific standards were set for yoga mats in the curriculum guide of yoga classes.  To provide convenience for the participants, yoga mats were provided to those who needed it.  In light of the varying abilities of participants, the most important thing was for the participants to move in the correct ways and act according to their own physical ability during classes.
32. As regards hygiene issue, Ms CHAN Suk-fan of the LCSD said that the LCSD recommended participants to bring their own towels and place them on top of the mats, and they could also bring their own mats.  Two regular maintenance days were scheduled monthly for inspection and cleansing of venue and facilities, including cleansing of yoga mats to keep them clean.  Damaged mats would be replaced immediately to ensure the quality of venue facilities.  If there was sufficient time and staff, the LCSD would conduct simple cleansing work between classes.
33. After discussion, the Committee was satisfied with the cleansing and mat replacement arrangements of the LCSD; and also learned that participants were allowed to bring their own towels and mats for use in yoga classes.  The LCSD added that the department would check the condition of the yoga mats at regular time and consider the comments from coaches and participants, so that the damaged mats could be replaced in a timely manner to ensure service quality.


	Item 8: New Proposals on District Minor Works Projects 2016-2017
(C&W DFMC Paper No. 27/2017)
(3:10 pm – 3:16 pm)
34. Mr CHAN Choi-hi, Chairman of the Working Group on District Minor Works (DMW Working Group), briefed Members on the new proposals on district minor works projects.
35. For the fifth project “Request for the provision of age-friendly facilities in public toilets”, Mr CHAN said that regarding the provision of facilities for the elderly in public toilets, Mr YEUNG Hoi-wing learned about the comments made by the elderly at the Working Group on Elderly Service, and thus hoped that improvement could be made to meet the needs of the elderly.
36. For the fourth project “Installation of screens at the slope at Rock Hill Street (outside Axeford Villa)”, Mr CHAN said that since the site concerned was a private lot, the DMW Working Group hoped that the Buildings Department could carry out the emergency improvement works first and recover the costs from the owner afterwards.
37. Mr YIP Wing-shing said that whenever he passed by the road section concerned, he heard members of the public complained about that the sewage spilled out had caused hygiene problem and nuisance to pedestrians.  He hoped that the department could install screens in the short term to alleviate the situation and follow up this matter in the long term.
38. Mr CHEUNG Kwok-kwan said that since the commissioning of the MTR, the road section concerned had become a major entrance/exit to the district with high pedestrian flow; it was believed that the sewage spilled out was discharged from kitchens or toilets, which had resulted in poor hygiene conditions in the road section and caused displeasure amongst the residents.
39. Mr MAN Chi-chiu, Executive Officer (District Management) of the Central and Western District Office (C&WDO), said that the retaining wall concerned was located within the site boundary of Axeford Villa, and hence was a private lot.
40. The Committee noted the above paper.


	Item 9: Swimming Pool with the Victoria Harbour View Blocked
(C&W DFMC Written Question No. 2/2017 )
(3:16 pm)
41. The Committee noted the above paper.


	Item 10: Leisure and Cultural Services Department Report on the Usage and Extension Activities of the Public Libraries in the Central & Western District
(C&W DFMC Paper No. 31/2017)
(3:16 pm – 3:18 pm)
42. The Committee noted the above paper.
43. Ms CHAN Shuk-hing, Senior Librarian (Central and Western) of the LCSD, said that in the report on the usage and extension activities to be submitted at the next meeting, the projects organised with C&WDC funds and those co-ordinated by the LCSD would be presented in separate tables.


	Item 11: Report on the Management of Facilities in the Central and Western District by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department
(C&W DFMC Paper No. 34/2017)
(3:19 pm)
44. The Committee noted the above paper.


	Item 12: Financial Report on District Minor Works Projects in the Central and Western District
(C&W DFMC Paper No. 30/2017)
(3:19 pm – 3:20 pm)
45. The Committee noted the above paper.


	Item 13: Report of the Working Group
(3:20 pm – 3:21 pm)
46. The Chairlady said that the Architectural Services Department (ArchSD) was invited to the 7th meeting of the Working Group on District Minor Works.  It was hoped that the ArchSD would understand the aspirations of the working group and thoroughly follow up the relevant projects.
47. The Committee noted the above paper.


	Item 14: Any Other Business
(3:21 pm – 3:24 pm)
48. The Chairlady said that since some items could not be submitted timely to this meeting, it was proposed that a special meeting of the DFMC be held before the Culture, Leisure & Social Affairs Committee meeting on 15 June to discuss the papers on fund applications of Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail and provision of drinking fountains in LCSD venues, etc.  The notice of meeting would be sent out later.
49. Mr KAM Nai-wai said that the next DFMC meeting would be held on 20 July, and asked the reasons why a special meeting had to be convened.
50. Mrs WONG HO Wing-sze, District Officer (Central and Western), said that apart from various government departments, the project of Dr Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail also involved the participation of a number of designers.  If approval of the fund application was delayed for one to two months, the project could not be completed within this year to tie in with the tourism promotion work of Old Town Central.  The C&WDO hoped that the DFMC could submit the fund application to the 9th meeting of Finance Committee (FC) to be held on 29 June for approval.  After the fund application was approved, the Government would conduct a tender exercise in July and commence the project immediately, in order to complete the entire project within this year.
51. The Chairlady said that as there would be no FC meeting in July this year, it was hoped that a special meeting could be convened in order to submit the fund applications timely to the FC meeting to be held on 29 June for approval.


	Item 15: Date of the Next Meeting
(3:25 pm)
52. The Chairlady announced that the 10th DFMC meeting would be held on 20 July 2017.  The paper submission deadline would be on 29 June 2017 for government departments and 5 July 2017 for Members.
53. The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 pm.


	The minutes were confirmed on
	20 July 2017

	Chairlady:
	Ms CHENG Lai-king

	Secretary:
	Miss SUM Sze-yan, Cyan
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